Ms. Mary Strnad

“Education should be as gradual

P.O. Box 53

as the moonrise, perceptible

114 North Hanover St.
Hanover, KS 66945

not in progress but in result.”
--George John Whyte-Melville

Cell Phone: (785) 527-0094 (no non-emergency calls after 9:00 p.m., please)
E-mail address: mstrnad@usd223.org

Welcome to SENIOR English
This is a comprehensive course incorporating all aspects of the English curriculum and is aimed at building on prior
knowledge to develop experience and expertise in reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Instruction will include but
not be limited to the reading and writing of persuasive, narrative, expository, and technical materials; vocabulary
development; and introduction, review, and mastery of English grammar. Seniors will also prepare for ACT and College and
Career Ready testing.

Course Objectives:
 To expose students to a wide variety of fictional and non-fictional narrative, expository, persuasive, and
technical reading and writing
 To introduce authors from a variety of historical periods, cultures, genres, and continents
 To develop strong written and verbal communication skills
 To develop effective speaking and listening skills as well as critical and analytical thinking skills
 To improve students’ understanding of the English language
 To increase vocabulary knowledge and retention
 To master Six-Trait writing components
 To incorporate new organizational and study skills
 To develop research abilities, MLA documentation skills, library and technology utilization
 To complete a writing portfolio
 To foster an appreciation and desire for reading and lifelong learning
 To utilize knowledge already possessed by the student and classmates in order to further the learning
experience
 To develop intrapersonal and interpersonal skills
 To prepare students for ACT and College and Career Ready testing.

Academic and Classroom Expectations:








Arrive on time to class, ready to begin instruction when the bell rings.
Demonstrate RESPECT for others and expect the same from your classmates and instructor.
If you do not understand something, ask. Remember that all learning builds on prior knowledge so if you
are having difficulty with one task, the next may be even more difficult. ASK FOR ASSISTANCE. Slow
me down, if necessary.
Always bring extra work to class in the event there is down time (such as when you are finished with a test
but others are not). An Accelerated Reader book should be at arm’s length at all times.
No gum, candy, snacks, or soft drinks allowed in this classroom. I encourage water or Gatorade
consumption
Wear appropriate clothing to school. You will be reported to the office if dressed inappropriately. Hats are
not allowed in my classroom. Keep them in your locker or in your bookbag.
See the Student Handbook for information regarding unexcused tardies and absences. Note that tardy
guidelines are based on the semester for ALL classes, not individual classes. Unexcused absences will










result in a zero for any work due that day, including daily work, quizzes/tests, major term papers/essays, or
other projects.
Cheating or plagiarizing on any assignment results in a zero. A student who allows someone to cheat
by reading/utilizing his/her paper or providing questions/answers will receive an identical grade.
Plagiarism is the willful copying of another person’s work without giving credit to the rightful author.
Computer use is a privilege, and we use computers several times per week all year long. Inappropriate use
of a computer will result in suspension of that privilege for whatever period of time the teacher and
administration deems appropriate, up to the rest of the school year. Computers are to be used only for
school work. No games, no e-mails, no personal use without expressed approval beforehand. This is the
only warning you will receive. Misuse or destruction of computer or technology equipment will result in
discontinuation of that use and administrative consequences. Circumventing the school’s student protection
software results in loss of all computer privileges.
Cell phones and other electronic devices are not to be used in the classroom. Keep any such device turned
off and in your bookbag, not on your person. Confiscated items will be turned over to the principal.
Students are expected to use their class period for English/Language Arts only. Once work is completed, a
student may work on assignments from another class, BUT ONLY AFTER RECEIVING PERMISSION
from Mrs. Strnad. (Should you desire to work on English assignments during another class, you MUST
receive permission from the instructor first. A student caught working on an English assignment in another
class without permission will receive a zero for the assignment. This includes reading for A.R.
I am at school by 7:45 a.m. and usually remain until 4:00 or after. See me if you are having difficulty with
an assignment, require clarification on any issue, or just need to talk. I want to hear from YOU if there is a
problem. Do NOT wait until class time to seek information regarding an assignment due that day. Parental,
administrative, or counselor involvement will be sought as the need arises.

Grading Policies:
Students may access their grades through GoEdustar. I do not plan to offer extra credit assignments for those who
fail to be productive. For those who do not do well on major assignments, we will discuss the matter on an individual basis,
with rewrites a possibility for additional credit. Those who do not seriously address assignments, however, will not receive
extended time. Grades are based on journals, daily assignments, homework, writing assignments, tests, presentations,
projects, and other activities.
You will be required to complete 15 Accelerated Reader points per quarter. This will comprise 15% of your
grade! Grading is based on the number of correct answers received upon taking an AR test in my classroom or in Mrs.
Bruna’s classroom (when available). Remember, there are books available for direct checkout in Mrs. Strnad’s classroom as
well as in the library. Some of these books do not have A.R. tests. See Mrs. Strnad for point availability. Reading time will be
set aside periodically and is often available at indiscriminate times. All students are expected to have reading material with
them. This is a great opportunity to read for A.R. points. Anyone who cheats or plagiarizes on an A.R. test will lose ALL
points for the nine weeks, including any previous A.R. points received during that period. Parents will be notified.
Each class grade is based on the length and difficulty of the assignment. Research papers, other writing assignments,
and daily homework grades will vary from 5 points to 500 points (or more, if appropriate). Any student may ask for his/her
grade report. I encourage students to check their grades online periodically and let me know of any perceived discrepancies.
Mistakes are possible. I’ve probably made them in the past (but I could be mistaken)! Updates are made to the grade book
each week. Rubrics for major assignments will be placed on the board or handed out to students. Questions can not be
answered unless they are asked. Please notify me of any questions you have concerning your grades, assignments, or other
expectations.

Late Work:
Work is to be completed and turned in when due. The only exception to this will be in the case of an excused
absence based upon illness or other extenuating circumstances. Communicate with me! If you are to be gone for any
reason, you must hand in your daily assignment and ask for the next session assignment PRIOR to the absence. This
includes all early dismissals for athletics, club activities, doctor appointments, court appointments, etc. It is YOUR
responsibility to get the assignment ahead of time. No excuses unless I have discussed the issue with you either personally or
in class. Do not expect that excused absences marked “Parent Permission” means you may turn in work upon your return.

Make plans to e-mail the assignment or drop it off in my mailbox in the office. Absences marked “Parent Permission” are
not necessarily excused absences. (See Student Handbook, p. 14.)

Topics and Projects (subject to change as time permits/limits)
Text: English Skills with Readings, Sixth Edition, by John Langan; ISBN 0-07-296274-7 (provided)
The text concentrates on basic principles of effective writing; development through peer editing,
personal evaluation, and revision; concentration on unity, support, coherence, and development of
sentence skills and English usage; and reading comprehension. Selections will also be integrated from
modern-day news accounts and other non-fiction sources.
Prospective Units Being Prepared:
British Literature selections including the following: Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, Gawain and The
Green Knight, The Faerie Queene, Hamlet, and a variety of English poets including the Romantics and
the Victorians
Gothic tales from Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Washington Irving, and Mary Shelley
Construction of an original gothic narrative
Novel studies with indicated emphasis:
Animal Farm by George Orwell: the overthrow of power and transition from a monarchy to
fascist control; the feudal system of 1930s Russia; allegory, symbolism, characterization, and author’s
purpose in Orwell’s novel.
Night by Elie Wiesel: Wiesel’s account of his personal subjection to Hitler’s Holocaust; Jewish
oppression and annihilation; foundational knowledge of Jewish tradition and terminology as referenced
in the novel; author’s purpose; symbolism and irony
Research Paper: Expository research paper looking deeply into a current story of oppression and death
(i.e. Syria, Iraq, Libya, Boko Haram, ISIS, pogroms and anarchy across the globe, including the historic
roots that brought about the action or rebellion; presentation of findings to the class; editing and
revision; MLA format.

